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Coronavirus costs growing in Calif. 


Crisis may have $90M hit 


Recession turns state budget 
$20B reserves into red ink 


BY HANNAH WILEY 
AND ADAM ASHTON 


hwiley@sacbee.com 
aashton@sacbee.com 


California lawmakers are 
cautiously optimistic they can 
avoid slashing tens of billions of 
dollars in spending from gov- 
ernment services this year de- 
spite the economic hit of the 
coronavirus outbreak, but a 
prolonged recession could con- 
sume the state’s historic re- 


serves and force deep cuts to 
programs. 

The state’s economy has 
slowed to a near standstill since 
Gov. Gavin Newsom issued an 
indefinite stay-at-home order 
on March 19, ending nearly 
overnight the expansion Cali- 
fornia had enjoyed over the the 
last decade. 

“It’s been a really good, 10- 
year run,” said Assembly Bud- 


SEE STATE BUDGET, 8A 


RICH PEDRONCELLI AP 


Gov. Gavin Newsom discusses an 
outline for what it will take to lift 
coronavirus restrictions during a 
news conference Tuesday at the 
Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services in Rancho Cordova. 


to Sacramento city budget 


BY THERESA CLIFT 
tclift@sacbee.com 


The coronavirus crisis could 


cause a $90 million hit in reve- 
nue to the city of Sacramento’s 


budget through June 2021, 
officials estimate, but the im- 
pact on residents and employ- 
ees is still unclear. 

With revenue from hotel 


taxes, parking meters and sales 


tax coming to a halt last month 


amid strict “stay at home” 
orders, city officials are pro- 
jecting a drop of $30 million in 
revenue in the fiscal year that 
ends June 30, as well as anoth- 
er decrease of at least $60 mil- 
lion in the following year, City 
Manager Howard Chan told 
The Sacramento Bee. 

City officials said they are 
confident the budget can ab- 
sorb the massive revenue drop 
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Cops warn 
citizens to 
‘stay at 
home’ 


BY MOLLY SULLIVAN 
msullivan@sacbee.com 


Sacramento County’s law 
enforcement agencies jointly 
announced Wednesday they 
would step up enforcement of 
the state and county orders to 
stay at home, and begin 
charging “blatant” violators 
with misdemeanors that carry 
a penalty of a fine or possible 
jail time. 

“While education continues 
to be the primary focus of all 
agencies when it comes to 
violations of the health order, 
law enforcement agencies in 
Sacramento County will now 
also take enforcement action 
on violations of the public 
health order that clearly put 
the health and safety of our 
communities in jeopardy,” 
the news release by the Sac- 
ramento Police Department 
said. 

The agencies - the Sacra- 
mento, Elk Grove, Folsom, 
Citrus Heights and Galt po- 
lice departments; the Sacra- 
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Nurses wear PPE masks and two layers of gloves as they work in pairs inside the hot zone where they do testing for coronavirus at Cal Expo 


in Sacramento on Wednesday. 


Sacramento County 
coronavirus drive-thru 
testing under capacity 


\ 
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RENEE C. BYER rbyer@sacbee.com 


Up to 350 people can be tested each day at the Cal Expo site, but 
daily turnout has been only about 250 people on average, nurses say. 


BY ALEXANDRA YOON-HENDRICKS 
ayoon-hendricks@sacbee.com 


More than three weeks ago, 
Sacramento County opened up 
its first public drive-thru 
coronavirus testing site at Cal 
Expo with the promise of testing 
hundreds of people each day. 

But nurses and doctors run- 
ning the site have seen fewer 
and fewer patients showing up 
to appointments secured 
through Verily, the private clin- 
ical research company helping 
operate the testing in coor- 
dination with state and local 
officials. 

Up to 350 people can be pro- 
cessed every day, but on aver- 


age, only about 250 people 
actually drive up, said Erica 
Havey, a registered nurse with 
Sacramento County who’s been 
collecting samples at Cal Expo. 
That’s even with the county and 


Verily overbooking by about 30 
percent. 


“We’re essentially wasting 
this precious commodity that 


we have,” said county spokes- 
woman Janna Haynes. “The 


more people that need to be 
tested that can come through 
here the better.” 

Public health experts and 
officials have belabored the 
importance of COVID-19 test- 
ing as a key way to understand 
the scope of the virus spread 
and better allocate health care 
resources. 

The message is clear: If 
you’ve got an appointment, 
show up. If you think you qual- 
ify, sign up. 

Sacramento County residents 
can see if their eligible for test- 
ing by using Verily’s screening 
website and filling out a 
questionnaire, at 
projectbaseline.com/study/ 
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